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STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
ginal Kesults of Cereas and Hay Harvest, 1949-5U. 


There still are a few minor wheat districts where the comple tion 
of the collection has been delayed, and a number of odd returns from 
farmers in other districts are outstanding but, rather than delay the 
final results, a safe estimate has been made for all these and hence the 
totals now Submitted may be accepted subject to slight alteration. 


SEASONAL CONDITIONS. The months of April, June and August 1949 
were very dry, and the rainfall for May and August was only average, the 
result being that the total average rainfall over the Agricultural Areas 
for the period April to August was only 584 points compared with the mean 
for the previous 44 years of 836 points, Warm drying conditions prevatled 
during September and continued wtil October 8 and 9, when there were 
good general rains which were followed by further good falls during the 
remainder of October and during November. Before the October rains, 
prospects were for a wheat crop o% only 15,000,000 bushels but conditions 
so inproved that a yield of 27,700,000 bushels was forecast in December. 
Apparently the improvement wes greater than the farmers realised and 
harvesting conditions were favorable with the result that an actual 
harvest of 28,346,935 bushels has been obtained. The average yield of 
14.95 bushels compared with the 44 years! mean of 10.77 is very satisfact- 
ory considering the unpromising start to the season. 


The yield of barley was estimated at 11,350,000 bushels but it was 
intimated that it possibly would be 12,500,000 bushels or more. The 
actual harvest was 12,/72.3,751 bushels. It was increased to a certain 
extent by the harvesting of second growth from the late rains. 


The yield of oats also was Slightly above the forecast - 3,463,116 
bushels compared with 3,250,000, 


NuTe:- The 1949-50 particulars are shown hereunder with those 
for 1948-49 in parentheses. Her statistical purpuses, the weignt vf bags 
Po NOt counted asa grain. 


WHEAT: - The yield of 28,346,935 (26,136,346) bushels averaged 
44.95 (42.67) bushels per acre from an Area of 1,896,719 (2,063,034) 
acres including areas failed. Including wheat for hay and green forage, 
the total area was 2,005,097 (2,159,218) acres. 


WHEAT SLND FALLOW:- On fallowed land 1,166,860 ecres of wheat 
produced 23,883,211 bushels averaging 16.28 bushels per acre. On not 

fallowed land, there were 429,859 acres with 4,473,724) bushels averaging 
10.44 bushels. The Average yields the previous season were {io oUucshets 


on fallow land and 665 on lana not fallowed, 


BARIZY:—- The yicld totalled 12,743,751 (12,103,446) bushels and 
the average per acre was 18.31 (17.35). 11,982,421 bushels were 
reported to be 2 row (malting) @nd 761,330 bushels 6 row. Tle acreage 
for grain was 695,987 (697,751) and for all purposes 72k, » 064 Wes ene 
The 1949-50 yield has only been exceeded by the 1947-48 yield 15,503,461 
bushels. 


ie] and the 
OATS:— The yield totalled 3,463,116 (2,643,419) bushels 4n 
average per acre ee 75620 (223)... The acreage for grain was 261,252 
(286,540) acres and for all purposes 623,628 (622,538). 


following quantities of cereals, etc, on their farms during the twelve 
nontas aac a 4950... For seed - Wheat 2,220,087, Bovey ee and 
Oats 753,753 bushels. For feed for livestock and poultry : ble 
4,059,620, Barley 61751 86, Oats 784 19h bushe Ls and Hay Pe ts ae 
204.157 tons. Of the wheat produced in 1749-50, iv was Eee FEO) uence 
2,191,680 bushels were retained on the farma ror seed and 520, ‘ 
for feed. 


CEREALS ETC. USED ON PARMS;- PRarmers reported that they used the 


RYS:- There ts been a decided increase in the areas cropped 
with rye. In 1935-36 there were only 1,680 acres and for 1949,50 & 


total of 53,500 of which 39,519 (41,085) were for grain yielding 220,135 
(258,655) bushels, 


FIELD PEAS:- 158,567 (168,187) bushels from 15,474 (15,280) 
acres. 


Ha¥:- 291,563 (234,292) acres were cut for hay, wheaten 
being 98,267 (80,490) and oaten 145,094 (412,400) acres, The total 
yield was 376,779 (311,997) tons, wheaten being 134,233 (109,514) and 
oaten 166,247 (131,677). Average tons per acre were 1.29 (1,33). 


aCREAGES:- The following table shows the total areas under 
wheat, barley and oats for all purposes, (grain, hay or green fodder) 
for 1930-31 - the maximum year for wheat: for 1939-40 - the maximum year 
for barley (until 1947-48) and oats; for 1943-44 - the lowest areas in 
recent years; for 1945-46 - showing the large increase during the two 
seasons; for each of the next four Seasons, and for 1950-51 representing 
the areas that farmers indicated they intended to sow when particulars of 
the recent harvest were being collected during the past 3 or & months. 
Particulars of actual sowings are being collected at present to ascertain 
wnethner or not farmers put in the full areas that they had intended. It 
is noted taat the combined areas under wheat, barley and oats was 
decreasing slightly each year, the decrease for wheat being greater than 
the inereases for barley and oats, but larger increases for barley and 
oats are expected for 1950-54. 


Season wheat Barley vats otal 
1930-31 acres POT se13 267, 369 519,300 5,295,862 
so DP, Ouest tO 5585559 835i, 195 les Dud » 462 
1943-hh WeOT Os t1o.) 15 Orso e2 558,065 BP Se 225 
1945-6 " BO ite Oo) 17D SO 686,128 A Ogee 
1946-47 " 25662450 520,027 185,736 3,667,N3 
Po9e7—-h6 " 25486 ,505 560,522 Bere 3,627,118 
1948-49 " 2,159,218 728,398 622,588 3,510, 20k 
19-50 " D2005,1097 2hs, 064 623,628 3,352, 780 
p90 54 1595 COO 9/75, 000 725,000 3 ¥455,000 


VARIETIES SOWN: - 


particulars of the acreages sown with the 
principal varicties of wheat, barley and oats will be published later. 


THE saTTACHED STATEMENTS show details of 1949-50 crops in — 
Statistical Divisions and also the 1949-50 totals compared with the five 
previous seasons. 


Aé W. BOWDEN, 
Statistical Office, GOVERNMENT ST.TIST, 
ADELAIDE, 
Porn ouly,. 1959; 
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GOVERNMENT STATIST, 


i a EES 2 
Le | Total | GRAIN | Ped | 
eee ee = eae ee | Off | 
| eo Peas,Hay | Wheat aa | Orts Total Areas 
| | | | (tote1)_ 
meres | “Reves | aovea [ewes [Keren | heres 
. central 859,764 556983 | 503,248 | 34,27 “1449, 6H | 56,144 
‘Lower North 7575465 | 499,652 1129, ioe. a ooreryel | 4.9, 885 | 40,465 
Upper North 160,442 | 155499) | 4,038 | 6,07% thaeClonh an eA See | 
South Eastern) 106,951 | Poe | 18,498 | 47,708 | 55922 | “Bars9 
Western Pe e97t | 5014755 444s fit 457,066 | 10,566 40432 
uurray Mallee| 598,984 Mes 716 | 129, 2000 | Slr 516 | 3,648 [29,002 | 
otal 1949/50] 3,477,597 | 1896,719 | 695,987 [261,232 | 291,563 [277,103 | 
Total 1948-49} 3,629,670 | 2,063,034 | 697, 751 [286,540 ee 291,685 | 
| SAAS ar a at a Ee SPIEL PRE 1A eae ET ST ea mae mie mee ee } 
Deonense | 152,073 | 166,515 | 44764 | 25,308 | "Srvart | 14,505 | 
2. PRODUCTION OF GRAIN AND HAY. 
ey tee eS GIN — | eee : | 
rere ree ncstay | Barley e 0a _ iota. 
Divisions — ___ Bush. Tver. j Bush. lAver. | Bush aver i: Tons. 
central 5,720,662 17..00| 5» 816, 589/19. 48 i 525,499, ne 82 | 17.5090) 
Lower North | 9,246,582 48. 1 | 2,058,158)15.93 | 598,437/17.67| 60,559} 
Upper North | 2,408,305 7.80 80,985) (20. 06 eee 222i175 cea 135082 | 
South Eastern! 569, 133 [22.13| 438, 343 | 2h. 09 | 403,225 22. .76| 58 
Western 6,639, ee 19) 2,328,743 20.84 (15479, 806/10.80, 37, TT | 
uurray Mallee 5, 562,5 10. 25 | 2; ©20), aoe (15. 29 [ 5555 927| 9 a 
| a or ! 4 
Potal 1949/50 )26, 2 546 , ean 95 | aes Boas 1751 118.34 S63 18 102 | 210, eee 
Pobal 1948-49 [26,136,346 12.67 | 12,103,446 17.35 |2,6435) LA 9] 9423 | 3414997 | 
Ine resise | 2,210,589 | 2.28 | 64.0, 305 | 9.96 | 819, 697| 4403 | 644782 
3. FIVE YEARS! CUMPARISUN 
a ie WHEAT Sas At | ee a | * 
Year Se aa i ase Agric. | BakLBY JaTS | 
rea | Mere id | per Jvoue ules Yieud | Yield 
| ieacre DNONege el lie BE are Ss ee el Pe: 
q “Aeres | Bushs | pest | Inches | __Bush {Bush _ 
| | ¢ | Bu, 834 4,316,283 
N9bb—h5 14,623,145 2h 2it | 5. £0 8.84 | 35154, eo lel 
19k5-46 Boies, 00k | 21,053,841 | 9.72| 10.74 ore | 314780450 
946-7 | 2,518,948 | 27,906,001 | 44,08} 10.43 | shal 6) ela 
1947-48 | 2,374,873 | 32,524,422 | 13. BO) 15925 ie aH | Boe 
1948-49 | 2,063,034 | 26,136,346 | 12.67 au (ee ee SE 
ee |. | 7 | | 
Mean | 2,149,000 i 368, a 10. a 44-07 | 933284389 oe 
1949/50 an Eee 28,316, 935 | Ale 95 | 5 | 12.48  |2,7h5,751 | 50463, 446 | 
A, W. BOWDEN, 


